
News Update from Xenia Community Schools

Friday, April 24, 2020Friday, April 24, 2020

Dear Xenia Community Schools Families,

We know this is a trying time for our entire community as we all continue to process
this strange ending to the school year. Our teachers are missing students, students
are missing their teachers and classmates, athletes are missing spring sports, and
seniors are missing some of the familiar traditions that mark the culmination of their
years of hard work.

Given Governor DeWine's extension of the Stay at Home orders for schools across
Ohio this week, I wanted to take this time to share some critical information and
answer your questions. The answers to "where we go from here" depend largely on
future orders from the state, and we will share information as it becomes readily
available.

As mentioned in yesterday's email, we are continuing to adhere to the executive
order issued by Gov. DeWine and the Ohio Department of Health to cease all
large public gatherings for the time being in an effort to prevent further spread of
the Coronavirus. Given that reality, as of today, we have planned to honor our XHSGiven that reality, as of today, we have planned to honor our XHS
Class of 2020 through a virtual commencement ceremony to be held on May 27Class of 2020 through a virtual commencement ceremony to be held on May 27
at 7:00 p.m.at 7:00 p.m. Additionally, we are planning to honor our graduates by sending a
special edition of the Buccaneer Bulletin honoring the Class of 2020 to our entire
community – along with a few other surprises!

We do know, by all indication, that Gov. DeWine is expected to ease the Stay at
Home order in phases in the near future. Depending on what restrictions are lifted
and when, as well as the overall public health situation at the time, we are still
holding the July 8 date as a time we could potentially hold a ceremony for our
graduates.

This is not how any of us thought the year would end, and I have heard directly
from many of you who are understandably upset about the shift from a traditional
ceremony. While I appreciate your passion and concern for our seniors, and share
your desire to honor their hard work, we must continue to balance that desire
against the need to prioritize the health and well-being of our students and
families. In addition, we must continue to adhere to the ongoing prohibition on
group gatherings.

Please review the information below, as well as the online FAQs that will hopefully
answer many of your questions.

Sincerely,

Dr. Gabriel Lofton, Superintendent

http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/april_2020_faqs


KEY QUESTIONSKEY QUESTIONS

CLASSWORK TO CONTINUE THROUGH MAYCLASSWORK TO CONTINUE THROUGH MAY

XCS classes will continue through the end of the school year, and our expectation
is that students and teachers will continue to connect and learn through various
online options. We understand that there continue to be challenges for students
with remote learning, but learning must continue through the end of the school
year.

GRADING FOR 4TH QUARTER REMOTE LEARNINGGRADING FOR 4TH QUARTER REMOTE LEARNING

All work that has been done while learning at home was designed to enhance
learning and prepare our students for the future. However, we understand that
there are many diverse family situations that impact the resources and support
available to each student during this trying time. Given that some of our students
have been working hard to learn in ways that are not always equitable, we will be
implementing a Pass/Fail system for the fourth quarter as follows:

For WMS and XHS studentsFor WMS and XHS students who meet the course expectations for the fourth
quarter, they will receive a passing grade. Their final grade will be an average of
the first three quarter grades. For those who do not receive a passing grade for the
fourth quarter, they will be given a “floor” grade of 59% for the quarter, and all four
quarters will be weighted equally to determine their final grade. Note that passing Note that passing
a course will be based on an assessment of all submitted coursework, as well asa course will be based on an assessment of all submitted coursework, as well as
each student’s demonstration to the teacher of sufficient evidence of learning. each student’s demonstration to the teacher of sufficient evidence of learning. 

For elementary studentsFor elementary students, it is our expectation that students will continue to engage
in learning experiences through daily learning schedules/choice boards (located
on the district website) and the opportunities provided by teachers to connect
with their students. Grading standards for elementary students will be posted as
soon as possible.

For the fourth quarter:
Students in grades K-2 will not receive standards-based grades.
Students in grades 3-5 will receive Pass/Fail grades based on sufficient
evidence of learning.

GRADUATION GRADUATION 

Commencement ceremonies are a time-honored rite of passage for every
graduating student that has been earned over their years at XCS. However, givenHowever, given
the fact that large group gatherings of this type are prohibited by the state for thethe fact that large group gatherings of this type are prohibited by the state for the
near future, XHS is planning to honor our seniors with a virtual commencementnear future, XHS is planning to honor our seniors with a virtual commencement
ceremony on May 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.ceremony on May 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Plans are under way for a full-fledged online ceremony, complete with photos of
each senior in their cap and gown. Like the traditional ceremony, the event will
include speeches from administrators and senior class representatives, as well as
recognition of each and every graduating senior.

As always, students will be allowed to keep their cap and '20 tassel; students willstudents will
be able to take their cap and gown home in order to take additional photos withbe able to take their cap and gown home in order to take additional photos with
family and friends. family and friends. Gowns will be returned when students pick up their diploma,
which will be available from May 28 - June 2.

Complete details about how students can apply to be a speaker, how to pick upComplete details about how students can apply to be a speaker, how to pick up



their cap and gown and get their professional photos for the virtual event, as welltheir cap and gown and get their professional photos for the virtual event, as well
as other critical details are as other critical details are posted on the FAQs page at XeniaSchools.orgposted on the FAQs page at XeniaSchools.org ..

END-OF-YEAR LOGISTICSEND-OF-YEAR LOGISTICS

From turning in Chromebooks to cleaning out lockers, there are a multitude of
checklists that will need to be managed over the coming month. We will updateWe will update
information on the information on the FAQs page FAQs page on the website, but please also watch foron the website, but please also watch for
communication from your individual building administrators for details about howcommunication from your individual building administrators for details about how
each will manage these critical tasks.each will manage these critical tasks.

MORE FAQsMORE FAQs
A comprehensive list of FAQs about the end of the school year is A comprehensive list of FAQs about the end of the school year is now

posted at XeniaSchools.org.. The FAQs page will be adjusted as new The FAQs page will be adjusted as new

information becomes available.information becomes available.

http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/april_2020_faqs
http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/april_2020_faqs
http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/april_2020_faqs

